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Balaibalan (Ottoman Turkish: yb, romanized: Baleybelen'!) is the oldest known constructed 


language.l 
History 


Balaibalan is the only well-documented early 
constructed language that is not of European 
origin, and it is independent of the fashion for 
language construction that occurred in the 
Renaissance. In contrast to the philosophical 
languages which prevailed then, and the 
languages designed for facilitating worldwide 
communication or for use in literature or film 
most prominent today, Balaibalan was 
probably designed as a holy or poetic 
language for religious reasons, like Lingua 
|gnota and perhaps Damin. Balaibalan may 
also have been a secret language which was 


only known by an inner circle. 


It may have been created by 14th century 
mystic Fazlallah Astarabadi, founder of 
Hurufism, or collectively by his followers in the 
15th century,'“! or may have been Muhyi-i 
GUulseni, born in Edirne, a member of the 


Created by 


Date 
Users 


Purpose 


Writing system 


ISO 639-3 


Glottolog 


Fazlallah Astarabadi 
or Muhyi-i Giilsenil”! 


14th-16th century 
None 


Constructed 
language 

e ritual language 
°o Balaibalan 


Ottoman Turkish 


zba 


bala1318 (http 
s://glottolog.or 
g/resource/languo 
id/id/bala1318) 


GUlseni sufi order in Cairo; in any case, the elaboration of the language was a collective 


endeavour.!"1l3] 


The sole documentary attestation of Baleybelen is a dictionary, copies of which are to be found in 


the Bibliotheque nationale de France in Paris and in the Princeton University Library. 


Linguistic properties 


Balaibalan is an a priori language, written with the Ottoman alphabet (Arabic script). The 


grammar follows the lead of Persian, Turkish and Arabic; like Turkish, it is agglutinating. Much of 


the lexis appears wholly invented, but some words are borrowed from Arabic and the other 
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source languages, and others can be traced back to words of the source languages in an indirect 
manner, via Sufi metaphor. For example: 


e -gab-, the stem of the verb ‘deliberate’, is explained by the dictionary as being built out of the 
letters b, which indicates shared action between multiple people, and g, which indicates 
publicizing. 


e dat ‘origin’ appears to be borrowed from Arabic dat, which means ‘essence.’ 


e mim ‘mouth’ may reflect the Arabic name mim of the letter (»), whose shape is often 


compared in poetry to that of a mouth. 


Notes 


a. Also transcribed Bala-i-Balan, Balatbalan, Balibilen or similarly. 


b. Lingua Ignota is older, but is an invented vocabulary embedded in Latin grammar, not a full language. 
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